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THE UNITED COMMUNITIES. 


ONEIDA COMMUNITY 
Is an association living in Lenox, Madison Co., N. Y., four miles 
south of Oneida and a few rods from the Depot of the Midland 
Railroad. Number of members, 205. Land, 654 acres. Business, 
Manufacture of Hardware and Silk goods, Printing the CrrcuLar, 
Horticulture, &c. Theology, Bible 
Communism. 


Perfectionism. Sociology, 


WILLOW-PLACE COMMUNITY. 


Branch of O. C., on a detached portion of the domain, about one 
and one-fourth miles north of O. C. Number of members, 19. 
Business, Manufactures. 


WALLINGFORD COMMUNITY. 


Branch of O. C., at Wallingford, Conn., one mile west of the 
Hartford and New Haven Railroad. Mumber of members, 45. 
Land, 228 acres. Business. Publishing, Job Printing, Manufac- 
tures, and Horticulture. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 


The O. C. and Branches are not ‘‘ Free Lovers,’’ in the popular 
sense of the term. They call their social system Binte Communism 
or CompLtex Marriace, and hold to freedom of love only within 
their own families, subject to Free Criticism and the principles of 
Male Continence. In respect to permanency, responsibility, and 
every essential point of difference between marriage and licentious- 
ness, the Oneida Communists stand with marriage. Free Love with 
them does zof mean freedom to love to-day and leave to-morrow; 
nor freedom to take a woman’s person and keep their property to them- 
selves; nor freedom to freight a woman with offspring and send her 
down stream without care or help; nor freedom to beget children and 
leave them to the street and the poor-house. ‘Their Communities are 
families, as distinctly bounded and separated from promiscuous so- 
ciety as ordinary households. ‘The tie that binds them together is as 
permanent and sacred, to say the least, as that of marriage, for it is 
their religion. ‘They receive no new members (except by deception 
or mistake), who do not give heart and hand to the family interest 
for life and forever. 
freedom of love. 


Community of property extends just as far as 
Every man’s care and every dollar of the common 
property are pledged for the maintenance and protection of the 
women and children of the Community. 


ADMISSIONS. 

These’ Communities are constantly receiving applications for ad- 
mission which they have to reject. It is difficult to state in any brie/ 
way all their reasons for thus limiting their numbers; but some of 
them are these: 1. The parent Community at Oneida is full. Its 
buildings are adapted toa certain number, and it wants no more. 
2. The Branch-Communities, though they have not attained the nor- 
mal size, have as many members as they can well accommodate, and 
must grow in numbers only as they grow in capital and buildings. 
3. The kind of men and women who are likely to make the Commu- 
nities grow, spiritually and financially, are scarce, and have to be 
sifted out slowly and cautiously. It should be distinctly understood 
that these Communities are not asylums for pleasure seekers or per- 
sons who merely want a home and a living. They will receive only 
those who are very much in earnest in religion. They have already 
done their full share of labor in criticising and working over raw re- 
‘cruits, and intend hereafter to devote themselves to other jobs (a 
plenty of which they have on hand), receiving only such members as 
seem likely to help and not hinder their work. As candidates for 
Communism multiply, it is obvious that they cannot all settle at 
‘Oneida and Wallingford. Other Communities must be formed; and 
the best way for earnest disciples generally is to work and wait, till 
the Spirit of Pentecost shall come on their neighbors, and give them 
‘Communities right where they are. 


ONEIDA COMMUNITY, JUNE 1, 





SONG OF A THOUSAND YEARS. 


BY HENRY C. WORK. 


Lift up your head, desponding Christian, 
Fling to the winds your needless fears ; 
Zion’s bright King, your Guide and Savior, 
Says you shall reign a thousand years. 
CHORUS : 
A thousand years, my own beloved ! 
’Tis the bright day from heaven unroll’d ; 
Tis the glad morn whose fadeless glory, 
Prophets and bards so long foretold. 


What if the clouds, one little moment, 
Hide the sweet light where morn appears ? 
Bright is the day where Christ in glory 
Says you shall reign a thousand years. 
A thousand years, etc. 


Strong are the foes thy path surrounding, 
Scorning alike thy prayers and tears ; 
Sweet is the voice of Him whose promise 
Says you shall reign a thousand years. 

A thousand years, etc. 


A thousand years! O day of glory! 
’Tis the bright star when morn appears ; 
The herald dawn of blissful ages, 
And every day a thousand years. 
A thousand years, etc. 


Haste thee along, thou glorious Noonday ! 
Oh, for the eyes of ancient seers ! 
Oh, tor the faith of Him who reckons 
Each of his days a thousand years ! 
A thousand years, etc. 


THE SPIRITUAL BODY. 





Home-Talk by J. H. N. 


HRIST says, “Fear not them which kill 

the body, but are not able to kill the 

soul ; but rather fear him who is able to destroy 
both soul and body in hell.” (Matt. 1o: 28.) 
The word dody is clearly used in this passage 
in two senses. How can God destroy both 
soul and body in hell, after the body is already 
killed? Will he renew the existence of a 
body that has been once destroyed, and destroy 
it again? In the parable of Dives and Laza- 
rus, Christ speaks more plainly on this point. 
Here he takes pains to tell us that “the rich 
man died and was buried : {thus one body was 
certainly disposed of:] and in hell [Hades] he 
lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and seeth 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
[So that Dives still had eyes.] And he cried, 
and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, 
and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of 
his finger in water and cool my tongue ; for | am 
tormented in this flame.” So he also had a 
tongue and a voice, and was full of sensation. 
Now if he had eyes and a tongue, then we must 
conclude that he Aad a body, and a perfect one, 
having all its parts. ‘This shows what Christ 
meant by destroying “both soul and body in 
hell.” Dives is represented to be in the very 
condition to which this language refers. One 
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body is dead and buried, but another is present- 
ed to view as tormented in Hades. 

Has not Christ given us in these passages 
all that we need, to settle our views in respect 
to the resurrection of the body? I think the 
inference from them is inevitable, that there is 
a body besides that which decays, and that there 
is no need of a resurrection of the body that is 
buried, but that a man carries with him into the 
invisible world, the body that is to be raised from 
the dead. Yow can we avoid this conclusion ? 
It corresponds with every thing we find in the 
New Testament on the subject; and it will 
enable us to solve a multitude of mysteries. 


A FIGHT AND VICTORY. 


[Selected from G. W. N.’s Writings. ] 
SN the day before arriving at Liverpool, 
after a seventeen-miles walk, I was ex- 
posed for some hours, without an overcoat, in a 
chilly steamboat ride on Lake Windermere. 
The consequence was that on the next morning 
I was attacked with severe illness of a dysen- 
teric character, accompanied with much pain. 
During the day I continued to grow worse, un- 
til'in my sore distress I could scarcely move 
without a groan. I took no medicine ; I sent 
for no doctor. I had no thought of doing so, 
but, in accordance with the Bible principle 
which I had always been taught, my first and 
only impulse was to seek for help within. As 
the foe advanced in my body, I gathered myself 
in spirit and fell back to a point where faith 
could rise and make a stand against his inva- 
sion. I knew I had never soughta Higher 
Power in vain; and now.in my extremity and 
simplicity I turned to it and asked for light. 
“What shall Ido? What is thy will? Thou 
canst lead me out of this trouble. Speak, 
Lord, for thy servant heareth.” The answer 
that immediately formed itself in my mind was, 
“Get up, and go about your business. You 
sought for light in planning this journey, and 
were directed to it by inspiration. Now the 
devil would like to hinder you from carrying 
it out. Do not mind him, but go ahead.” 
When my comrade came in, | told him from my 
bed, that it seemed to me best that we should 
start as we proposed for London. He, seeing 
my condition, said he thought such a step 
would not be prudent for me. 1 did not press 
the matter, and he left me on necessary busi- 
ness. I continued to grow worse. My suffer- 
ing was intense. Again at the point of des- 
peration, I asked, “Shall I go?” The only 
answer that I could get was, “Go.” My friend 
now entered, and I told him that my decision 
was made to start. ‘“ Well,” said he, “1 will 
find out the time of the next train.” At that 
moment a thrill of health and victory passed 
through me as palpable as the sensation of a 
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warm bath—assuring me that I was on the 
right track. It was late in the afternoon, and 
the distance to London was two hundred miles. 
We proceeded that evening as far as Crewe. 
I was still in a struggle that tasked all my for- 
titude, but in the morning I had strength to go 
fifty miles farther, to Stafford. Here I left the 
train and found a smooth meadow near. the 
station and lay down several hours in the clear 
sunshine. Almost insensibly my spirit rose, 
as the enemy retreated, and I began to assert 
my will against pain and disorder. In the 
afternoon we resumed our journey and proceeded 
to London. ‘The next day I was able to ride 
about the city and perform the business that I 
had in hand. ‘The second day we returned to 
Liverpool, and on the day following, with my 
health quite restored, we embarked for home. 

The lesson of this affair was to me a valua- 
ble one, adding to the numberless other proofs 
I have had, that when in trouble from sickness 
or any other cause, the remedy we need is not 
medicine, or sympathy, or fussing of any kind, 
but communication with God, such as will set 
us at work in the line of his business. If we 
can get a job from him, be it self-criticism, sin- 
cerity toward others, or work of any kind, we 
have only to set about it, and no devil can 
harm us while it 1s being performed. On the 
contrary, every step of such obedience pushes 
back the power of evil and leads to health. 
This remedy is to be prized, since it costs 
nothing, is free to all, and is more effective 
than any other.—7Zix Weeks in Europe. 


THE SECOND ADVENT: 
OR, 
WHAT DO THE SCRIPTURES TEACH RESPECTING 
THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, THE END OF 
THE WORLD, THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD 
AND THE GENERAL JUDGMENT? 
{A treatise by the late ALpHzus Crospy, eminent Professor of 


Philology and author of many Greek Text Books ; Originally pub- 
lished in 1850.] 





PROPOSITION III, 


OurR SAVIOR BOTH VARIOUSLY INTIMATED, AND 
EVEN EXPRESSLY DECLARED, THAT HIS SECOND Com- 
ING (WITH ITS ASSOCIATE EVENTS) WOULD TAKE PLACE 
BEFORE THE DEATH OF SOME WHO WERE THEN LIVING, 


In support of this proposition, we may appeal 
to various particulars in our Savior’s discourses to 
his disciples and others ; namely,— 


I. The repeated warnings to his disciples to be 
constantly watching and ready for his coming. 


Luke xii. 35, “Let your loins be girded about, and 
your lights burning ; (36) And ye yourselves like unto 
men that wait for their lord, when he will return from 
the wedding ;_ that, when he cometh and knocketh, they 
may open unto him immediately. (37) Blessed are 
those servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall 
find watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall gird 
himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and will 
come forth and serve them. (38) And if he shall come 
in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and 
find them so, blessed are those servants. (39) And this 
know, that if the good man of the house had known 
what hour the thief would come, ke would have watched, 
and not have suffered his house to be broken through. 
(40) Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man 
cometh at an hour when ye think not.” 

Mat. xxiv. 42, “ Watch therefore: for ye know not 
what hour your Lord doth come. (43) But know this, 
that if the good man of the house had known in what 
watch the thief would come, he would have watched, 
and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. 
(44) Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as 
ye think not, the Son of man cometh.”—Or, to quote 
from accounts of the same discourse by other Evange- 
lists,—Mark xiii. 33, ‘‘Take ye heed, watch and pray : 
for ye know not when the time is. (34) For the Son of 


man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, 
and gave authority to his servants, and to every man his 


(35) 


work; and commanded the porter to watch. 








Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master 
of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the 
cock-crowing, or in the morning : (36) Lest coming sud- 
denly, he find you sleeping. (37) And what I say unto 
you, I say unto all, Watch.”—Luke xxi. 34, “ And take 
heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be over- 
charged with surfeiting and drunkenness, and cares of 
this life, and so that day come upon you unawares. (35) 
For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on 
the face of the whole earth. (36) Watch ye therefore, 
and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to 
escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to 
stand before the Son of man.” 


Mat. xxv. 13, “ Watch therefore, for ye know neither 
the day nor the hour wherein the Son of Man cometh.” 

Is it possible to read such urgent, such trumpet- 
toned warnings, and yet believe that our Lord ut- 
tered them knowing, all the while, that those whom 
he addressed would be all in their graves thousands 
of years, it might be, before the event for which 
they were to be so intently watching? Would not 
this be making his words, and some of his last 
words too, a species of mockery? Feeling this, 
some have sought to give more appropriateness 
and practical force to these warnings, by applying 
them to the nearness and uncertainty of the hour 
of death. But is not such an application mere ac- 
commodation? Is there any thing whatever in 
the Scriptures to show that, in these passages, our 
Savior used the expression “the Son of man com- 
eth” as an euphemism or circumlocution to express 
dzath, or that any of his hearers so understood 
him? On the contrary, is it not evident, from the 
connection in which our Savior introduced all these 
warnings, that he had reference to his promised 
Second Advent ? 

The precepts recorded by the Apostle John, in 
the Book of Revelation, from which fuller extracts 
will be given under the next proposition, are still 
more express in respect to the nearness of Christ’s 
coming. ‘ 

Rev. ii. 25, ‘‘But that which ye have already, hold 
fast till I come.” . 

Rev. iii. 2, “‘ Behold I come quickly: hold that fast 
which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.” 

Rev. xxii. 7, Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he 
that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book.” 

Il. Zhe express declaration, that there were 
some standing before him, who would not taste of 
death till they should see his coming. 

Mat. xvi. 24, “* Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If 
any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow me. (25) For whosoever 
will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose 
his life for my sake, shall find it. (26) For what isa 
man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul or what shall a man give in exchange for 
his soul? (27) For the Son of man shall come in 
the glory of his Father, with his angels; and then he 
shall reward every man according to his works. (28) 
Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, 
which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of 
man coming in his kingdom.” 

The expression in verse 28, “shall not taste of 
death,” is manifestly an emphatic pleonasm for 
“shall not die.” This is rendered still more evi- 
dent by a comparison of the other passages in 
the which a similar expression occurs, 

John viii. 51, ‘ Verily, verily, [say unto you, If a man 
keep my saying, he shall never see death. (52) Then 
said the Jews unto him, Now we know that thou hast a 
devil. Abraham 7s dead, and the prophets ; and thou 
sayest, If a man keep my saying, he shall never caste of 
death. (53) Art thou greater than our father Abraham, 
which 7s dead? and the prophets ave dead: whom mak- 
est thou thyself?” 

Heb. ii. 9, ‘That he [Jesus] by the grace of God 
should taste death tor every man.” 

The only way, therefore, of evading the express 
testimony of verse 28, is by denying that the words 
* coming in his kingdom” refer to Christ’s Second 
Coming. But this denial is rendered very difficult, 
if not impossible, by the two following considera- 
tions : 

1. If we examine v. 28 by itself, we are required, 
by the general tenor of the New Testament, to re- 
fer the expression “ coming in his kingdom ”’ to the 
Second Coming of Christ. 

I can not expect that this consideration will be 








fully appreciated by those who have not attentively 
studied the view presented in the Scriptures of the 
new kingdom which the Messiah was to establish, 
most frequently called “ the kingdom of heaven,” 
or “the kingdom of God,” but have contented 
themselves with the very vague notions which are 
so common on this subject. I regret that my pre- 
scribed limits absolutely forbid any attempt at a full 
exposition of this view, which would require a 
treatise by itself. In general, the view presented 
in the New Testament is evidently the following :— 
That, as the First Coming of Christ was in humilia- 
tion, to labor and suffer, so his Second Coming 
would be in glory, to establish his kingdom upon 
the earth, and reign with his saints: that as he 
came the first time as a sacrifice and as servant of 
all, so he would come the second time as King of 
kings, introducing an entirely new age, raising the 
dead, changing the living, taking account of all past 
actions, rewarding his friends, punishing his ene- 
mies, and establishing a new and universal empire 
of transcendent glory. ‘ What are the particular 
evidences of this view?” and “ What is its mean- 
ing, when divested of its imagery?” are questions 
of great interest and importance, but which we 
must here wave, simply adducing, in illustration of 
the verse under consideration, a few other pas- 
sages associating the Second Coming of Christ 
with the establishment of his kingdom. 

Luke xxi. 27, ‘‘ And then shall they see the Son of man 
coming ina cloud, with power and great glory. (28) And 
when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, 
and lift up your heads: for your redemption draweth 
nigh. (29) And he spake to them a parable : Behold the 
fig-tree, and all the trees; (30) When they now shoot 
forth, ye see and know of your own selves that summer 
is now nigh at hand. (31) So likewise ye, when ye see 
these things come to pass, know ye that ¢he kingdom of 
God is nigh at hand.” 

Luke xxiii. 42, ‘* And he said unto Jesus, Lord, re- 
member me when thou comest into thy kingdom.” 

2 Tim. iv. 1, ‘I charge thee therefore before God, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick 
and the dead at Ais appearing and his kingdom.” 

This familiar association of the Second Coming 
of Christ with the establishment of his kingdom 
explains the use by other Evangelists of the ex- 
pressions “the kingdom of God come with power,” 
and “ the kingdom of God,” as equivalent to “ the 
Son of man coming in his kingdom.” Thus,— 


Mark viii. 38, “‘ Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed 
of me, and of my words, in this adulterous and sinful 
generation; of him also shall the Son of man 
ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father, 
with the holy angels. (ix. 1) And he said unto them, . 
Verily, I say unto you, That there be some of them 
that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they 
have seen the kingdom of God come with power.”— 
Luke ix. 26, ‘“ For whosoever shall be ashamed of me 
and of my words, of him shall the Son of man be 
ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and in 
his Father's, and of the holy angels. (27) But I tell you 
of atruth, there be some standing here, which shall not 
taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God.” 

2. If we examine v. 28 in connection with the 
preceding verse, we shall see that it loses all its 
appositeness and natural connection of thought, 1 
had almost said its intelligibility and propriety, i¢ 
the comings spoken of in the two successive verses 
are not the same, and that, too, without any inti- 
mation of a change. 


It seems obvious, in reading the passage con- 
tinuously, that v. 28 was designed to give additional 
urgency to the motives drawn from the Second 
Coming, in which “the Son of man” would “re- 
ward every man according to his works,” by teach- 
ing the nearness of this coming. 

The attempt of some to find a fulfillment of v. 28 
in the transfiguration, of which an account imme- 
diately follows, and which occurred “after six 
days,” is encumbered with peculiar difficulties. 
The different expressions used by the three Evan- 
gelists, “the Son of man coming in his kingdom,” 
“the kingdom of God come with power,” and “ the 
kingdom of God,” are certainly all very strange 
ones to denote a mere change of personal appear- 
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ance, however glorious, before three witnesses, who 
were not to disclose it till some time after. We 
may well wonder that any boldness of figurative 
expression should shock those who can thus inter- 
pret. Besides, would not this impart an air of 
trifling to our Savior’s solemn declaration ?—“ Veri- 
ly, I say unto you, There be some standing here, 
which shall not taste of death, till they see” an 
event which will take place zz the course of a 
week! Noone, of course, will think of drawing 
any argument from the fact that the Cardinal 
Hugo, in dividing the New Testament into chap- 
ters, in the thirteenth century, made a different 
division in Mark from that in Matthew. 


I see not, therefore, how we can avoid the con- 
clusion, that the Savior, in the emphatic assurance, 
“Verily I say unto you, There be some standing 
here, which shall not taste of death, till they see 
the Son of man coming in his kingdom.” expressly 
declared that his Second Coming would take place 
before the death of some who were then living. 


III. Zhe special intimation that the Apostle 
Fohn would not die before his coming. 

John xxi. 20, “Then Peter, turning about, seeth the 
disciple whom Jesus loved, following ; (which also 
leaned on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is 
he that betrayeth thee?) (21) Peter, seeing him, saith 
to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this mando? (22) Jesus 
saith unto him, // / wll that he tarry till J come, what 
is that to thee? Follow thou me. (23) Then went this 
saying abroad among the brethren, that that disciple 
should not die: yet Jesus said not unto him, He shall 
not die; but, If I wiil that he tarry till I come, what is 
that to thee? (24) This is the disciple which testifieth 
of these things, and wrote these things.” 

It is true that we have here, as the Apostle him- 
self modestly points out, not an express declara- 
tion, but only an indirect intimation. But it was 
an intimation in which “ the brethren” placed confi- 
dence ; and it was one which the Apostle thought 
sufficiently important to be worth recording, while 
he omitted other particulars in our Savior’s life and 
discourses, so numerous, that, “if they should be 
written every one,” he supposed “that even the 
world itself could not contain the books that should 
be written.” “When we further consider that the 
Apostle John (perhaps alone of the Apostles) lived 
to see the destruction of Jerusalem and the estab- 
lishment of the Messianic dispensation (the new 
kingdom of the Messiah) upon the ruins of the 
Jewish, can we doubt that the Savior meant some- 
thing more than merely to rebuke the natural curi- 
osity of Peter, and to excite false expectations in 
the bosom of John? 


IV. The association of his coming with events 
which were manifestly fulfilled in the destruction 
of Ferusalem. 


This appears most remarkably in our Savior’s 
discourse upon Mount Olivet two days before his 
crucifixion, recorded in Mat. xxiv., xxv., Mark xiii., 
and Luke xxi. The occasion of this discourse is 
thus stated by Matthew :— 

Mat. xxiv, 1, “And Jesus went out, and departed 
from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to 
show him the buildings of the temple. (2) And Jesus 
said unto them, See ye not all these things ? verily [ say 
unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon 
another that shall not be thrown down. (3) And as he 
sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto 
him privately, saying, Tell us, we shall these things 
be? and what shail be the sign of thy coming, and of the 
end of the world?” 

In the minds of the disciples, the coming of 
Christ and the end of the world were inseparably 
connected with the destruction of the temple; and 
their two questions related, not to different events, 
but to the same events; the first question relating 
to the /zme, and the second to the szgv, of these 
events. This is obvious from the parallel passages 
in Mark and Luke. 

Mark xiii. 3, “And as he sat upon the mount of 
Olives, over against the temple, Peter, and James, and 
John, and Andrew, asked him privately, (4) Tell us, 
when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign 





_when all these things shall be fulfilled ?””—Luke xxi. 7, 


“ And they asked him, saying, Master, but when shall 
these things be ? and what sign will there be when these 
things shall come to pass ?” 


Our Savior, in his very minute and explicit reply, 
was so far from intimating to his disciples that they 
were erroneously connecting events between which 
millenaries were to intervene, that, on the contrary, 
he himself associated, in the following unequivocal 
and emphatic language, the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, his own coming, and the establishment of the 
kingdom of God. 


Luke xxi. 20, “ And when ye shall see Jerusalem com- 
passed with armies, then know that the desolation thereof 
is nigh. (21) Then let them which are in Judea flee to 
the mountains ; and let them which are in the midst of 
it depart out ; and let not them that are in the countries 
enter thereinto, (22) For these be the days of ven- 
geance, that all things which are written may be ful- 
filled. (23) But woe unto them that are with child, and 
to them that give suck in those days ! for there shall be 
great distress in the land, and wrath upon this people. 
(24) And they shali fall by the edge of the sword, and 
shall be led away captive into all nations: and Ferusa- 
lem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, witil the 
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. (25) And there shall 
be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars ; 
and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity ; 
the sea and the waves roaring ; (26) Men’s hearts failing 
them for fear, and for looking after those things which 
are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall 
be shaken. (27) And then shall they see the Son of man 
coming ina cloud, with power and great glory. (28) 
And when these things begin to come to pass, then look 
ge lift up your heads: for your redemption draweth 
nigh. 

“*(29) And he spake to them a parable; Behold the 
fig-tree, and all the trees; (30) When they now shoot 
forth, ye see and know of yourselves that summer is now 
nigh at hand. (31) So likewise ye, when ye sce these 
things come to pass, know ye that the hingdom of God 
is nigh at hand. (32) Verily, I say unto you, This gen- 
eration shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled. (33) 
Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall 
not pass away. (34) And take heed to yourselves, lest 
at any time your hearts be over-charged with surfeiting 
and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that da 
come upon you unawares. (35) For as a snare shall it 
come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole 
earth. (36) Watch ye, therefore, and pray always, that 
ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things 
that shall come to pass, and éo stand before the Son of 
man,” 


OLD FILES. 





““We have heard the charges of our friends.” 
—Shakspeare. 
T is indeed painful to think of the ink and paper 
—to say nothing of the time, and vast amount 
of brain labor—which have been spent by our 
anxious outside friends in the hope of bringing us up 
to a “true standard.” Long, wordy letters, from 
the pen of ready writers ; huge, heavy, epistles by 
your men of ponderous minds; dry, exhaustive 
dissertations by your logical thinkers ; sharp, brief 
missives from men of shrewd ideas; awkward, 
bungling notes from those of few words; dain- 
tily-phrased dz//ets-doux from women of sense and 
refinement ; and painfully lengthy communications 
from many a wearied housewife. These, doubtless, 
were once read and then filed away to be left for 
countless years to decay inside a dark old cup- 
board—had not my innate antiquarian taste led me 
to brave dust and cobwebs, and bring to light these 
long-forgotten scrolls. Tedious as it may seem. 
I patiently read them through one by one, laying 
them in separate bunches labelled respectively “the 
sincere,” “ the interesting,” “‘ the sad,” “ the lively,” 
“the sharp,” “the free-gratis advisers,” etc. Of 
the latter sort I soon collected a good-sized hand- 
ful, from which I marked certain passages most 
noticeable. 


One “C. S,” of Massachusetts, ina letter to Mr. 
J. H. N., opens thus: 


“ Permit me to make a little free and honest use 
of your great means of salvation, and criticise you 
and your Commune a little, and I should like to 
have you admit it, or the smoothest parts at least. 
Now I can not penetrate far into the solid mill- 
stone of men’s hearts and motives; but I am rather 
under the impression that you are somewhat selfish, 





and keep some things back behind the curtain, or 
from your readers and disciples. 1 think you are 
too superstitious and visionary to be of the great- 
est benefit to your fellow men. Perhaps you may 
appear more so than you really are, through physical 
fear, or to use as one great means of staving off per- 
secution for your generally unpalatable doctrines. 
Your constitution and physical organization, classi- 
cal education and theological studies, have doubt- 
less considerable weight in causing you to be too 
enthusiastic, one-sided and liable to extremes. But 
after all these unfavorable conditions in your char- 
acter, I think you will be likely to have great in- 
fluence in ushering in or forwarding on the King- 
dom of God, as you seem to be personally of a be- 
nevolent spirit, ever active and inquiring. Bro. 
Noyes, you must not think yourself too big, or too 
good, or too holy to be criticised a little, etc.” 


Later the same writer became fertile in sugges- 
tions for the advancement of Communism. He says: 


“T have often wished that the Oneida Commu- 
nity and the Shakers would amalgamate or unite 
out of pure motives or principles—deliberately and 
with well-matured judgments. I have thought of 
late that in all probability this might be brought 
about if wisely managed by the best and most ex- 
perienced individuals. Just think of the great 
benefits for your church. Now this must be done 
some day—I can see it in no other light—it is 
merely a question of time. 1 would here suggest 
as a simple initial means or step to be taken, that 
a mutual, fair and candid understanding should be 
opened between the two churches; delegates 
appointed from each society to meet and confer on 
this subject.” 


Later still he offers the following: 


“ Would it not be a good plan to try an experi- 
ment in social sexualism in your Community, by 
teaching the children and youths of both sexes of 
a proper age and ina right manner, entire sexual 
amatory physiology, and the best sexual litera- 
ture, in their schools ?” 


An autocratic correspondent fills several pages 
with an eulogium on the “conjugal relation,” in 
which he takes occasion to give the Oneida Com- 
munity several sharp slaps, concluding his remarks 
with an ominous warning : 


“ Let me freely speak to you on some truths, that 
come to my mind this evening. I find that every 
thing both animate and inanimate partakes of the 
“conjugal relation.” The air we breathe, the water 
we drink. The fire we make use of, in all orders 
of creation we find this principle in operation and 
the basis and constitution of all things. * * 
‘I was with him from all eternity and was daily 
his delight’. Now this being the Aazfern all other 
creations must be in unison and like it, seraphims, 
cherubims, hierarchies, principalities, powers, 
angels, men, beasts, etc. etc. Every thing 
whether in heaven or oh earth must be in the 
“conjugal relation” in order to be perfect.— 
Noah’s ark was a type of the “ Kingdon of God” 
and unto it went every thing in the “ conjugal re- 
lation.”” * * * * The man and his wife be- 
came ove in such a manner as that they are per- 
fectly satisfied, and are admitted into that state 
called the ‘ Resurrection” and are like unto the 
“Angels” for they are married, and now comes 
the last and most beautiful truth which crowns the 
whole, “neither can they die any more.” * * * 
In view of these truths, how small the conduct 
and actions of those four societies appear, I mean 
the Shakers, Mormons, Perfectionists, and Spir- 
itualists. They all deny the ‘marriage relation’ 
and substitute a bogus marriage in its place. * * 
* * JT hope you may see the force of the argu- 
ment as I have stated it, and it may not be said of 
you as one of the old prophets said, ‘As a wife 
treacherously departeth from her husband so have 
ye departed from me saith the Lord’ * * * * 
* * T have said all that is necessary on this sub- 
ject, unless we are clothed with these two princi- 
ples—it will be found we are without a ‘ wedding 
garment.’ Oh! My friend! what more shall I say 
unto thee? flee from folly and vanity, ‘“ make 
straight paths for thy feet, for the avenger of blood 
stands at the door.’ ” 


A New York believer—or one who calls him- 
self a believer—flings us the following savory 
morsel : 

“Tam tired of the cold world and am ready for 


reform at about any sacrifice. But alas, where is 
the true discerning spirit to discover the true from 
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the base? When I look to those who call them- 
selves the Kingdom of God on earth, I see them 
destitute of that charitable spirit of discernment 
and kindness that characterized the master and his 
disciples.” 

Another friend winds up his epistle with a word 
of censure: 


“On reading the CrrCULAR I sometimes think 
you follow the fashions of the world too far in 
recreations. Still there may be sincerity in the 
heart in so doing. I judge you not.” 


Still another incites us to persevere in the work 
before us, with the following words of cheer : 

“Go ahead and be a Community that shall call 
the attention of all to cry out and say, ‘ How good 
and pleasant for brethren to dwell together in unity, 
bearing each other’s burdens, and so fufill the law 
of Christ Jesus.” 

So much for our friends, the critics. I leave 
the remaining quotations for another time. I have 
only space to say a word in justice to the many 
writers whom I discovered to be worthy, sincere 
people—brave in their allegiance to our common 
cause, boldly testifying and defending the truth before 
a “frowning world.” Their letters awakened in my 
heart an interest and sympathy I had never felt 
before. I was comforted with the thought that 
‘“‘ every man is rewarded according to his works ;” 
and an assurance that every true Christian among 
them would sooner or later be known as such. I 
pondered over the narratives of trials and conflicts— 
the outpourings of burdened spirits-—I longed to 
tell the writers that all their aspirations for a better 
life were acceptable prayers to God, and whether 
they ever realized the desire of their hearts to join 
the Community or not, they were yet truly one 
with us and united to the Church. GITANO. 
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If any of our readers study Professor Crosby’s 
argument on the Second Coming (as we hope they 
do) they will notice in it many remarkable co- 
incidences of thought and even of language with 
what we have published on that subject in the Be- 
vean and in our paper for the last forty years. A 
probable reason for these coincidences may be found 
in the fact that when Mr. Crosby was Professor of 
Languages at Dartmouth College (in 1842 and 
afterward) Rev. William Cogswell, D. D., Professor 
of History in that College, was a subscriber to our 
paper. 


HOW LONG? 
FROM A YOUNG MAN’S STAND-POINT. 
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HAT will you Community folks do if 
your institution should happen to go to 
pieces?” asked a neighbor the other day. 

“Such an event is n’t going to happen,” was my 
reply. 

“© well, I suppose you think so, but I’ve known 
stranger things than that would be. I imagine I 
should keep a sharp lookout ahead and calculate 
my chances so as to pocket my share if it should 
break up.” 

“dare say. If I remember rightly, Ananias 
and Saphira tried the plan of laying something by 
when they joined a community some time ago, in 
case the thing should chance to go up, you know. 
Their idea didn’t work worth a cent.” 

“Well, of course I don’t advise you to go to 
lying, but only to exercise common prudence. What 
if Mr. Noyes, with his bushel of brains, should die 








as he probably will one of these days ; would n’t it 
shake you up some ?” 


‘That would depend entirely on whether we 
were prepared for it or not. If there is a body of 
young men who have thoroughly made up their 
minds that the Community shall at least live as 
long as they do, especially young men who have 
grown up in it and know exactly what to do, you 
would consider the institution safe for another gen- 
eration wouldn’t you?” 

“ Why, I don’t know but I should ; but I don’t 
know about the young fellows sticking to it.” 

“Ten years ago you told me that I would desert 
in less than five years; that only the easy, happy- 
go-lucky: sort of boys would stay in it. You didn’t 
guess right that time. And I feel a great deal 
more certain about staying here now than I did 
then.” 

“Yes, but you are only one among twenty.” 

“True, but the young men have discussed this 
subject thoroughly, and we have pledged ourselves 
to stand by the Community through thick and thin ; 
to take hold, each man of us, and see that it does 
not go to pieces.” 

“ Well, you have my best wishes, I’m sure ; but 
I’d keep a little lookout for breakers if I were you.” 


What miserable cowards “common prudence” 
does often make of men! Could Napoleon him- 
self ever have successfully charged the enemy, if 
his men had been constantly on the lookout fora 
good place to run to in case of defeat? 

Life in the Community isn’t a pic-nic. It’sa 
battle. We don’t ask ourselves whether we have 
snug quarters or not, whether the commissariat is 
well ordered, whether you or I may be wounded, 
or even whether the general himself may fall; no, 
but, is God or the devil going to whip in this fight ? 

Cc. 


COMMUNITY CONTRACTS. 





VIL. 


‘ TE will conclude our citation of authorities on 
the above subject, by referring to the case of 
Gass and Bonta v. Wilhite e¢ a/, a case decided in 
Kentucky in 1834, and reported in 2 Dana, p. 171. 
This was a proceeding in chancery, in behalf of 
Gass and Bonta, two seceding members of a Sha- 
ker society, for the purpose of obtaining a division 
of the property of the society, and having their 
shares allotted to them, either upon the principle of 
equality, as two of its covenant members, or accord- 
ing to the amount of property each carried with 
him into the society. The “covenant” contained 
in the articles was substantially, and, in most re- 
spects literally, like that in the Maine case which 
we have cited, and need not be repeated here. 


The question at issue was stated by the court as 
follows: “The single question is, whether the 
complainants have such an interest in the property 
of the society as entitles them to a partition and 
equal division with the other members. There is 
not, nor can there be, any dispute, that if they ob- 
tain such relief it must be in direct contravention 
of their express agreement. Nothing can be plain- 
er than the intent to keep the property together in 
perpetuity, for society purposes, free from any indi- 
vidual claims on the part of its members. The 
preamble sets out by declaring ‘that all who come 
into membership do freely and voluntarily devote 
themselves and all they possess to the’ service of 
God forever,’ and ‘that the union and relation of 
the church, in one joint interest, is the most accept- 
able,’ and then they covenant ‘to gather them- 
selves together, and be constituted and formed in 
the order of a church ;’ that is, into a society by 
the name of ‘a church.’ The expectation was 
that the society was to remain together, and through 
a succession of members, continue forever. It 





could not answer the purposes of such a society, 
that the property upon which it was to depend for 
subsistence, should be the joint and severa/ estate 
of its members, as natural persons, subject at all 
times to reclamation and division. Such a right 
would be obviously incompatible with the great 
leading intention of building up and perpetuating 
the society, and of dedicating the property brought 
into it ‘to the service of God forever.’ If this cov- 
enant, then, be construed, as all covenants must 
be, with an eye to the subject matter about which 
it was written, it seems to us there will be little 
room for doubt or difficulty as to its true construc- 
tion. The third article, after providing for the ad- 
mission of new members and their bringing in their 
property and devoting it to the ‘joint interest of 
the church,’ provides that the ‘ joint interest of the 
church thus formed,’ shall be ‘ possessed and held 
by the whole body jointly, as their za¢ura/ and re- 
ligious right.’ How as their natural and religious 
right? The article proceeds to explain: ‘that is, 
every individual of the church shall enjoy equal 
rights and privileges in the wse of all things per- 
taining to the church, according to their order, and 
as every one has need. In other words, every 
member of the church, that is, of the society, shall 
use, according to his need, all things pertaining to 
the church, that is, belonging to the society. The 
import being, that the property brought in should 
become the property of the whole society, as a so- 
ciety, with a several right of use conferred on each 
member as a member, and, by consequence, only 
whilst or so long as he remained a member.’ * * * 
The palpable intent to be gathered from even the 
most cursory consideration of the whole instru- 
ment was, to tie up, for society purposes, the usu- 
fruct of the property, and have it transmitted in 
perpetual succession, as though the property had 
been conveyed to a corporation of perdurable exis- 
tence. The true point presented for consideration 
is, whether this intent squares with the rules of 
law, or can be effectuated without doing violence to 
settled principles. 

The claim to partition is asserted on the ground 
that the beneficial use or proprietorship of the sev- 
eral portions of property belonging to the society, 
was in such as were covenant members at the dates 
of their acquisition. That this beneficial use or 
proprietorship they necessarily held in their indi- 


vidual, natural, and not their society, capacity; be- . 


cause, not being a corporation, they could not take 
the use in the latter capacity. That all the use at- 
tempted to be created, except for their individual 
benefit, is void for uncertainty, and for the want of 
beneficiaries capable of taking such use, and be- 
cause such use, if allowed to operate in the man- 
ner intended, would create a perpetuity. That the 
covenant members, therefore, took the whole estate 
as beneficiaries, by the legal effect of the convey- 
ances and the terms of the covenant ; or, that it is 
theirs by way of resulting trust, as the payers of 
the purchase money, so much as was intended 
otherwise than for their individual benefit being 
void and inéperative. And that, being thus the 
joint, beneficial proprietors of the property in their 
individual, natural capacities, the covenants in re- 
straint of partition and of the assertion of a sev- 
eral or individual proprietorship, are repugnant, 
idle, and merely void.” 

After thus stating the question and the points 
made in the case, the court proceeded to consider 
the effect and bearing upon it of the English stat- 
utes of mortmain, and of superstitious and charita- 
ble uses ( which statutes are common law in Ken- 
tucky), statutes intended to prevent the accumula- 
tion of lands in perpetuity in the hands of religious 
houses or ecclesiastical establishments ; and held 
that the society of Shakers was not within the mis- 
chief the statutes of mortmain were intended to 
remedy, because those statutes had been always 











June 1, 1874 


ONEIDA CIRCULAR 





strictly construed as applying to cieseiiatiain only ; 
nor was such society within another statute, 23 
Henry VIII. ch. 10, which renders void conveyan- 
ces made in trust to the use of parish churches, 
guilds, fraternities, companies, or brotherhoods, 
erected or made of devotion, or by common con- 
sent of the people without any corporation, because 
such statute was also always construed not to ap- 
ply to alienations in trust for good and charitable 
uses, such as finding preachers, maintenance of 
schools, sustenance of poor people, etc., or “ other 
like charitable uses,’’ but only to ‘superstitious 
uses.” Then the court say; “the use created by 
the trust for this society would at no time since the 
reformation have been deemed a superstitious use 
in England. For though the courts there disal- 
lowed trusts in favor of the Catholic or Jewish re- 
ligion, as inimical to the established religion and 
settled policy of the government, yet trusts in favor 
of dissenting Protestants have always been sus- 
tained and enforced. With much less reason 
therefore, could it be denounced here as a super- 
stitious use, where we have no established religion, 
and where by our constitution all religions are 
viewed as equally orthodox. The recognition 
which religion has obtained from common consent 
and legislative enactments among us, as a valuable 
portion of the institutions of our society, must pre- 
vent the courts from saying that every religious use 
is a superstitious use ; and, by consequence, must 
compel them, in fulfillment of the spirit of the con- 
stitution, to declare every religious use a pious use. 
It is neither for the legislature nor the judiciary, in 
this State, to discriminate and say what is a pious 
and what a superstitious use. To do so would 
necessarily infringe upon the great constitutional 
guarantee of a perfect freedom and equality in all 
religions. There is, therefore, nothing illegal in 
the uses and purposes for which the society inten- 
ded to devote its property, as a religious commu- 
nity; and the only question is, whether it has been 
sufficiently secured to the exclusive purpose of the 
society, freed from the claims of its seceding mem- 
bers.” 7. 


“ How can ye believe which seek honor one of an- 
other and seek not the honor which cometh from 
God only?” The way the change from godly am- 
bition to worldly ambition is likely to come about 
in any case, is gradual. You may say, “I am 
seeking the honor that comes from God ; but it is 
evidently his wish that I should make myself ac- 
ceptable to the world. I go to work then with a 
compound motive, or a motive that assumes this 
compound form—I want to please God zz pleasing 
the world. It is not my odject to please the world, 
but to please God dy pleasing the world.” 

Now see what a temptation there is to slip over 
from one to the other. After awhile, you have 
a secret thought that you would like to please the 
world as well as to please God; there is a little 
feeling of partnership about it, and by and by 
the thought of pleasing God slips. out entirely. 
The two ideas become mixed and gradually you go 
clear over to the world and entirely drop the idea 
of pleasing God. —Home Talk. 


We have to record the death, on Saturday, 
May 23, of Mr. HEMAN KINSLEy, then in the 
seventy-third year of his age. He was a native 
of Fletcher, Vermont, where he lived all his life, 
with the exception of a few months, until he joined 
the O. C. in 1862. Although he lived with us but 
twelve years, he was one of the earliest believers 


in Mr. Noyes’ doctrines, having subscribed for- 


The Witness when it was first published at 
Ithaca, N. Y., in 1837, after which time he regular- 
ly took all of our publications, and used to distribute 
them among his friends and acquaintances, saying 
he knew there was truth in them and they would do 





good. Mr. Kinsley was a remarkably modest and 
unassuming man; he was never heard to grumble 
or find fault—No other death has occurred in the 
Community since May, 1873, about a year ago. 
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—One of our hired men has worked in the gold 
mines of California and Australia. Seeing some 
yellow earth on the bank of Oneida Creek a few 
days ago, he panned a quantity after the method 
of gold miners, but by his own account he failed to 
get a “color.” 

—The Fruit Department is spreading itself for 
the coming season. The first floor of the Arcade 
is being rapidly converted into a Preserving-Room. 
There is a constant din of hammers and saws as 
the carpenters lay smooth, new flooring, where 
lately were calf-pens, sheep-racks, and hay-mows. 
The “old barn ” is becoming a temple of industry. 
A new brick boiler-house with tall, iron-capped 
chimney has sprung up just north of the middle 
floor of the Arcade, and the new boiler will soon 
be hissing and driving things. Several heavy 
orders for the coming crops of fruit are already 
booked, the largest New York and Albany hotels 
taking the lead. Our old customers are learning 
that to secure an assortment of our fruits they 
must order early in the season. 


—A year ago, one of our students at Yale, who 
was trying to pilot himself safely through an attack 
of the mumps, went into a boot- and shoe-store 
kept by a German in the Elm City, to purchase a 
pair of rubbers. “ Vat is de matter mit your face ?” 
asked the sympathetic proprietor. “I am suffer- 
ing,” replied the student through his stiffened jaws, 
“from an acute attack of Aarotitis.” The worthy 
Teuton shook his head sadly. and, with a look of 
real concern, as if he anticipated nothing short of 
death from so unheard of a disease, remarked, 
“ He is a bad one.” 


—Susie, whose smiling face is seen no more in 
our midst, went to W. C. one day last week (22,) 
after bidding loving good-byes to a house full of in- 
terested friends, and when next we hear from her, 
she is feeling very much at home, and has been 
taking a boat-ride on the W. C. lake, landing in a 
pleasant and sequestered little glen on the other 
side known as the “‘ Barbecue Spring, ” from whence 
her letter is dated. ‘ This Barbecue Spring,” she 
writes, “ might be made a handsome retreat with a 
a little time spent in clearing up, and the addition 
of a few rustic seats. It would be a fine place for 
your printing corps to come for a walk.” The 
tone of her letter is cheerful and she says she has 
“a great deal to be thankful for all the time.” 

—Our dye-house is expanding a little these busy 
days. First a shed; then a “lean-to”; then an 
“addition ;” here a little and there a great deal. 
The department reminds one ofa backwoods hotel, 
in the variety of its architecture and the general 
plan and arrangement of buildings. These changes 
all mean business though ; with the king of dyers 
inside, immersed in steam and villainous-looking 
dye-stuff, active as a terrier, and only happy when 
utterly smothered in work: with energetic Lamoile 
pushing and planning; what wonder is it, that 
things look black, busy, and chaotic. They have 
lately put in one of those wonderful centrifugal 
pumps which do away with all contrivances of 
valves; and plungers, and eccentric disks and what 
not. It is simply a paddle-wheel enclosed within a 
case and set running at a high speed—and how the 
water pours! a perfect deluge This involves new 
and Jarger tanks, huge conducting-pipes and shut- 
off valves etc., etc., all very handy and very wet— 
but in spite of every drawback. those engaged in 
the work seem to enjoy it all the time. Lamoile 
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says it keeps both head and hands hard at work on 
new problems and new combinations. 


—The most interesting feature of our dining- 
room these days is the merry group of three-and 
four-year olds—eighteen or twenty of them—all 
seated at one long table. They arejust big enough 
to puzzle one to tell which is the biggest, or to dis- 
tinguish between the girls and boys ; and yet they 
are not enough alike to at all resemble “a set of 
ninepins.” Oh no, their animation and prattle 
would at once dispel such a notion. They often 
remind me of an old song, the chorus of which runs 


thus : 

‘*A gibble gabble here ; 

A gibble eabble there ; 

Here a gabble, 

There a gabble, 

Here and there a gabble.’’ 
But then, I don’t mind it much ; it’s mostly a good- 
natured, merry prattle, and helps me to digest my 
Graham biscuits that have neither salt nor soda in 
them. But what seems most interesting and yet 
strange, is the suddenness with which this score 
of blithe little mortals have “sprung” upon us. 
It seems but a few days since the voices of these 
merry fellows were heard not at all “in the land.” 
Like mushrooms, they have sprung up in a night, as 
it were, and this morning are before us in all 
their freshness and beauty—their fair forms unsul- 
lied by the rough hand of old Time, for he has not 
waked thus early. Oh! may he sleep on through- 
out the live-long day—ay ever! for human nature 
fresh from the hand of God is lovely. J. P. H. 


—M. H. K.and M. A. A. have returned from 
Montreal, Canada, where they purchased several 
horses for our use. The tariff on live stock 
is now twenty per cent., and must be computed 
on the expenses of the buyer in addition to 
the price paid for the animals. The Consul’s fees 
for recording the entries are also quite an item of 
expense. 


—A year or two ago our folks planned a terrace 
south of the new wing, anda large quantity 
of earth was hauled, making a wide plateau 
with a steep front. It was not finished, the inten- 
tion being to lay out more work on it this summer. 
But we have now so many children who are getting 
large enough to slide down hill, and so many smaller 
ones for whom a gentle descent would be safer 
than so steep a bank, that the idea of making 
a gently sloping bank in place of the terrace was 
agitated a few weeks ago. Numerous were the 
surveys, discussions and votes about it, until it was 
at last unanimously decided to make a slope and 
have no terrace. Thereupon the necessary plowing 
and scraping was begun by volunteer “bees” after 
supper, and the job is now nearly finished ready 
for seeding down with grass again. We anticipate 
much satisfaction in seeing the youngsters roll 
and slide down the new slope next winter. 

—For the benefit of our outside friends who are 
looking forward to a future junction with the O. C., 
we print the following remarks which were made in 
one of our late evening meetings after hearing a letter 
read from an old correspondent, in which he urgent- 
ly requests admittance for himself and wife as 
members of our family. Perhaps we can give no 
better general answer than this to any who desire 
to live with us: 

“V—It is not exactly for us to say who shall 
join the Community. Persons must go back to the 
spirit that controls us. If they believe in God 
they must pray to him to help them in. That 
was the old system of the Primitive Church. It 
was the Zord that added to the church from time 
te time “suchas should be saved.” We do not con- 
sider that we keep the door of admittance under our 
control; we take in folks that the Lord sends us; 
and we wait until he adds to the church in a way that 
is satisfactory. Providence makes it manifest to us 
who shall be invited, and opens the door for them. 
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We can not take in folks in any other way than that. - 
If we have not acted on that principle heretofore, 
we had better begin now. 


“* W.—I think that has been the principle that 
the Community has been governed by in taking in 
new members. Most of our people were admitted 
in that way; they came here through the Lord’s 
agency—sometimes in spite of the Community. 
That passage, ‘‘ He shutteth and no man openeth ; 
and he openeth and no man shutteth,” is appro- 
priate in relation to this subject; for if the Lord 
opens the door the Community can not shut it, and 
if he shuts it the Community can not open it. 


“ V.—In the case of Mr. R., I should contem- 
plate the application a little more favorably if, in- 
stead of his children being sent off into the world, 
they had been ready to come here with their pa- 
rents. I like to have the old and young balance 
one another. I find that the young are too quick, 
and the old too slow. The true medium is found 
by mixing them and taking them in in due propor- 
tion.” 

WALLINGFORD. 

Wed. May 20.—When a company talked of 
going to Paug Pond this morning, it was warm and 
sunny. When they started off at 1 P. 7, it 
was cloudy, with a wind in the south threatening 
rain. By the time they got tothe pond they were 
glad to find a “beautiful hole in the ground ” to shel- 
ter themselves in while they ate their dinner. The 
hole was an old cellar that had been sweetened by 
time and grasses, to say nothing of catnip. Here 
they ate their bread and nuts and drank their cold 
lemonade—the most important item, the eggs, 
having been left athome. After wondering “what 
the wild waves were saying” the girls ran around 
a little to warm themselves, found some peach trees 
with white flowers instead of the usual pink ones, and 
then “made for home.’’ On the way home they 
found some feather-foil in a little way-side pond 
which A. B. says is Hottonia inflata, and thinks it 
grows at Joppa. 


—Mr. Kelly, a man who works on the farm, 
is greatly afflicted with chills and fever. Some 
one told him that if he would swallow a live frog 
it would eat up the parasites in his stomach 
which caused the disease, and he would be cured. 
So, getting desperate one day, he got a small frog 
and putting it in some water swallowed it instanter. 
He reported to Mr. Nash that just as it got into 
his throat he heard it give a chirrup, and when it 
got still further down he felt it scratch, and it 
made his stomach feel cold for several days. He 
has not had any temptation to chills since and on 
the whole is rather pleased with the experiment. 


—Quite a stir was made in the family just before 
dinner by the report of a man drowned in the Lake. 
Acapsized boat was seen on the water, and as 
there was a strong wind blowing it was sup- 
posed that whoever had been in the boat was un- 
able to swim and had gone down. No trace could 
be found of the missing man; but this seemed to 
be the only solution of the fact that the boat was 
without a passenger. Three of our young men 
took their boat and rowed out to it and brought it 
in shore. They found the sail partly furled and the 
oars fastened in the bottom of the boat and no evi- 
dence whatever that any one had been in it. It 
had been supposed that a person by the name of 
Wallace was the drowned man, but as he turned up 
all right a few hours afterward, and as no one else 
could be suggested to fill his place it was finally de- 
cided that the boat was loosed from its moorings 
and had been capsized and drifted to where it was 
found. . 


AN EVENING CONVERSATION. 
FROM AN OLD FILE, 
N.—I! was much pleased with the last paragraph of 
G.’s article, “Ten Weeks in Europe.” [See p. 177.] 








His account of his victory over disease is one of 
the finest things we ever had in the paper; and ] 
wish that we were more in the habit of watching such 
experiences and reporting them in simplicity, both 
in the paper and in meeting. The truth is, that 
such things are the great items, the items of uni- 
versal interest, which ought to be reported in all 
the newspapers. They are the transactions which 
bring God into the world. It is a great deal more 
important that any thing of that kind should be re- 
ported than the arrival of ships, or the changes in 
gold. Wherever God works in that way, and you 
see and feel that the heart of the universe is mani- 
festing itself, that an inspiration or a miracle has 
come into your experience right out from heaven, 
there is a fact worth reporting—there is something 
interesting to everybody, and I wish that we might 
watch for such things and report them in sim- 
plicity, and so zvvte them, and give place to them. 
God will multiply his mercies of that kind toward 
us, just in proportion as we recognize them and 
deal fairly with them. I read those last para- 
graphs of G.’s two or three times, and they did me 
good every time I read them. 

P.—I think that reporting such experiences is re- 
porting heavenly news. 

V.—And they are vastly more important than all 
the murders, accidents and ‘‘awful disclosures” 
that are the staples of common news-reports. 
All the hope we have of this world’s ever being 
improved so as to be a happy world, lies right 
there, in God’s being able to come into the world 
in such ways—in men’s breaking through into such 
relations with God that their experiences every 
way shall be governed by him, and they shall truly 
walk with him. That is the only way in which 
we can be redeemed from the bad habits and spirits 
which persecute us. We see what almost omnipo- 
tent power false love has in this world. Well, 
mere criticism is not going to break it up. We 
may pound and hammer and belabor it from now 
until the end of the solar system, and yet we can 
not cure or stop it by such negative work. The 
only hope is that God will come in and take pos- 
session of these terrible passions that are now 
making such discord ; and he will come in the way 
of faith—he will come by giving us faith in actual 
miracles—in the presence of the living God right 
in our spirits, to guide us in specific things, to tell 
us what to do, and what not to do: to be an oracle 
in us that we can seek unto and ask, “ Lord what 
wilt thou have me to do?” When that faith comes 
it will harmonize our passions, and then men and 
women will know how to love one another in a 
wholesome, harmonious way, and will know how 
to beget and bring up children in the best way, and 
make all this family work that costs so much and 
that proves to be such an awful perplexity, a 


| glory and beauty. This is not coming by criticisms 


and hammerings. It is coming by the presence ot 
the living God among us, in inspirations and mira- 
cles, working into our experience, giving us wis- 
dom day by day—practical guidance, that will 
make us sure of what we are about; so that we 
shall not go along under the drift of circumstances, 
blind and blundering ;_ but shall know that the liv- 
ing God is leading us, that we have got hold of the 
hand of him who rules the stars, who knows all 
things, and who will lead us right. 

I wish every one here would tell some story of 
that kind. We ought not to think that God is to 
be called upon only in trouble. It is certainly very 
ungrateful treatment of God to think of him only 
when we get into difficulty. Every one of us 
should raise the question day by day, in all our 
affairs, in all our love, and in all our business, 
“Lord what wilt thou have me to do?” and we 
must keep that question in our mind until we can 
get where we can understand God and hear his 
voice and find out from him what he wants to have 





us do. God has a language, and we can study it 
as well as we can Greek or Latin, and we can cul- 
tivate an ear that will hear his whispers. We can 
be in a waiting and watching attitude, always in- 
quiring what is the mind of the Lord, and never be 
diverted or distracted from it by circumstances 
so as to drift off and let the flesh and the devil 
get control of us. This is the way harmony is 
coming. . 

They had an outward idea of that, back in the 
old Jewish dispensation. David was constant- 
ly raising the question “Lord, shall I go up?” 
“Shall we fight this battle, or shall we retreat?” 
It was not a question to be decided by looking at 
circumstances and studying the expediency of the 
case, but it was a question of what God wanted to 
have them do, or whether God would go with 
them ; and the misery of Saul at last, was that the 
Lord did not answer him. He couldn’t get any re- 
ply when he asked what he should do. He had 
rejected the word of the Lord, and the oracle 
stopped. He couldn’t get any direction. 


We come to God in a different way—we find the 
oracle in side of us—but intercourse between us and 
him will not be less, but a great deal more free 
and sure than in old times. What was then superfi- 
cial and imperfect will be completed; and as it were, 
omnipresent. God will become all in all to us, and 
our constant guide. We shall spend all our time, 
as you may say, talking with him, and inquiring of 
him—shall “pray without ceasing and in every 
thing give thanks.” All the brightness and beauty 
of life is in this intercourse with God. You will 
never have any satisfaction in love or any thing 
pertaining to it, except as you have it in this way. 
You can’t get those beautiful things that romances 
tell about and that imagination works up, by help- 
ing yourselves. If you seem to get them they will 
turn into a curse before you have half enjoyed 
them. But you can get them in this way: Learn 
to talk with God and hear his voice, follow him 
and purify your souls in the light of Truth, the 
blood of the Lamb, and you will get all that your 
imagination ever pictured of romance, beauty and 
happiness. There is no cheat about it. “ Des¢z- 
nies are proportioned to attractions,” there is no 
doubt about that in God’s arrangements, provi- 
dences and plans ; but this result is not coming by 
studying the science of Fourier. It is coming by 


taking God into partnersbip and letting him bring _ 


attractions and destinies into harmony. You de- 
sire athing. What is the first thing to be done to 
get it? to march right up to it and take hold of it? 
That is the way of the animals. I say that is not 
the first thing to be done. The first thing to be 
done is to Go and consult God / and make known 
your desire to him, bring him into partnership with 
you, and not stir a step except as he goes with you, 
and helps you. ‘That is’nt so simple, and may not 
seem to be so short a way to what you want as the 
animal way; but it is a great deal surer, and is 
really the only feasible, successful way. You will 
certainly fail the other way. When we get to be 
really wise, every desire that rises in us will first 
of all become a prayer. 

W.—I would like to publicly thank God for the 
good luck which has attended us students. I 
think his providence has been over us, protected 
us from evil and assisted us in our studies, and on 
the whole given us good success. There have 
been points in our experience where his providences 
have been quite manifest. 

N.—That is very interesting. There is nothing 
more encouraging to me than to see the students 
pursuing their course with the feeling that God is 
helping them, and that they are under his care and 
guidance. I am satisfied that they owe their suc- 
cess to that fact. The faith that they work in 
brings God’s blessing upon them. There is an 
invitation always extended to us, to take God into 
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every thing; and by keeping our hearts open to- 
ward him and consulting him, get his angels at 
work around us. That is the way to live. We 
may just as well have our whole life filled with an- 
gelic help and providence as not, if we turn our 
hearts to it and make that the summum bonum, 
which it really is. Every man is wasting time who 
is not at work with God in this way. 

A.—I would like to acknowledge the goodness 
of God in supplying us with money. 

S.—I would like to acknowledge God’s goodness 
to me personally in respect to my clothes. I have 
not been able on account of my eyes to make any 
thing for a good while ; but I always have enough, 
and find I don’t need to have any care. 

N.—God’s goodness to us is wonderful. The 
more we watch, the more wonderful it will seem. 
We are living in the midst of miracles. 

B.—The other morning I found myself under 
an undefinable feeling of depression, and so took 
occasion to turn inward as deeply as | could and 
see what would come to me, and the passage about 
seeking “honor one from another,” came to my 
mind. There was nothing in my mind previously 
that I could see associated with that passage, but 
it gave me great relief and lightness of spirit for 
all day. 

NV.—B. has told a good story, and I want now to 
call distinct attention to it. He says he found him- 
self feeling badly, and he set himself to work to look 
into it and throw his mind open to the voice of 
God, and he heard something which was effectual. 
God is not afar off, but near, and when B. needed 
the voice and turned his ear toward the Lord, the 
voice came, and relieved him. Well, that is good 
experience. It is what we ought to do, all of us, 
day by day. When we find ourselves in bad ex- 
perience, let us /és¢en,; go deep into our hearts and 
wait and hearken if something will not come to us 
—if God will not help us ; and when we have good 
experience turn in then and talk with God about it, 
and see if we can not find out what is the cause of 
it, and how we can repeat and perpetuate it. 
That’s the way.—Dec. 17, 1867. 


ALCOHOL AS FOOD. 


BY GEORGE E. CRAGIN, M. D. 


N trying to account for the fact that the power 

of the system is not diminished in proportion to 
the amount of non-eliminated excreta, Prof. Ham- 
mond says : 

“Food supplies the material for new tissue. Now 
as alcohol stops the full tide of this decay it is very 
evident that it must furnish the force which is de- 
veloped under its use. How it does this is not 
clear.” A very true conclusion, and it may be 
found at last that the force furnished by alcohol is 
very much like the force furnished to a lazy horse, 
a sharp cut of the whip which momentarily spurs 
him to a greater effort, but which is surely paid for 
in an increase of laziness or exhaustion. However 
that may be, the point to which I wish to call spe- 
cial attention, and which seems to have been over- 
looked by Prof. Hammond, is this: While it is 
claimed on the one hand that under certain condi- 
tions a limited amount of alcohol taken into the 
system will not only cause an increase of weight, 
but will also promote digestion, clearness of mind 
and general vigor of all the functions, it will at the 
same time arrest excretion and check the waste or 
regressive metamorphosis of tissue. If this be 
true the action of alcohol must in a great measute 
check its own assimilation, or, as Prof. Hammond 
terms it, progressive metamorphosis. 
plain that unless the results of the change of food 
into tissue can progress onward to the production 
of force by the destruction of tissue, the whole sys- 
tem will at once clog and come to a stand still. 
The only way in which alcohol can be used in the 


For it is, 





ONEIDA CIRCULAR. 
system for the production of force is by oxidation 
and final elimination as carbonic acid and water. 
In order that this oxidation and consequent pro- 
duction of force may take place, the elimination of 
the carbonic acid and water must be provided for ; 
and if this oxidatior, does occur we shall have not 
only the excretion of carbonic acid and water but 
an increase of heat, or a development of power. 
The results of Prof. Hammond’s experiments show 
that these three conditions are wanting; in fact a 
directly contrary effect seems to have been pro- 
duced. The amount of carbonic acid and water 
excreted was diminished but also there was no ac- 
tual increase of heat. It is true that in the second 
experiment when there was an insufficient amount 
of food taken to supply the wants of the system, 
the alcohol seemed to supply the deficiency and 
cause an increase of vigor of mind and body. How 
this can be done without the increased oxidation of 
the tissues and elimination of the resulting carbon- 
ic acid, water and urea, it is difficult to see. If 
there is no oxidation of the alcohol, then it must 
remain in the system as alcohol, be eliminated as 
alcohol, or changed into some other, higher form by 
deoxidation. To determine what really becomes 
of the alcohol when taken into the system, will in- 
volve a most careful and elaborate series of experi- 
ments on men and animals. Prof. Hammond finds 
free alcohol in the brain, the spinal cord and in all 
great nerves. Would he not have found it in all 
the viscera, and, in fact, in all the tissues of the 
body? And if so found could it not be accurately 
weighed or measured, and so -he loss determined, if 
any, by oxidation into some lower form, or by de- 
oxidation into some of the more highly organized 
bodies? In the latter case the law which usually 
obtains in the action of the animal life upon organic 
material would be reversed. The vegetable king- 
dom is the great laboratory for deoxidizing simple 
compounds into those of a more complex formation. 
Take for example, the formation of mannite or 
sugar from carbonic acid and water by the deoxi- 
dation of six molecules of carbonic acid or anhydride 
and seven molecules of water, thus: 

Carb-anhydride Water Mannite 
6CO2 + 7H2O — 130 = 1C6 Hig 06 
Thus it is that vegetables store up potential en- 

ergy, to be used or set free by the opposite process 

in the animal, of oxidation or reduction from a high- 
er to a lower form of organism, by the absorption of 
oxygen and the liberation of the potential energy 
which assumes the form of heat or power, or both. 

To illustrate the oxidizing or- destructive action of 

animals we will give the change which takes place 

when oxalic acid is oxidized, thus: 

Oxalic acid Carb-anhyd. Carbonic acid 

C.H,0, + O CO, + CH, 90, 

This process illustrates’ the destructive action 
of animal life which pulls in pieces the more highly 
organized structures, liberating heat or power. It 
is true that both processes take place to a limited 
degree in both kingdoms. The plants oxidize and 
the animals deoxidize; but in both cases to quite 
a subordinate degree. We shall have to dissent 
from Prof. Hammond’s theory or explanation of 
the action of alcohol in furnishing potential energ 
by “entering into combination with the first prod- 
ucts of tissue decay,” whereby they are again assimi- 
lated without being excreted as urea, carbonic acid 
or water.” This constructive or deoxidizing ac- 
tion may and does take place in the animal life, as, 
for instance, the conversion of sugar into starch or 
fat; but it occupies a very subordinate position to 
the oxidizing or destructive action of the animal 
kingdom. Alcohol is already a partially oxidized 
or destroyed substance, being an oxidized mole- 
cule of sugar, and is on its way down the ladder to 
its final escape in the simple form of carbonic acid 
or carbonic anhydride and water. Is it likely 
the process is stopped or reversed in the experi- 





gime which you propose. 
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ments given by Prof. Hammond? We shall have 
to say “not proved.” 


(Concluded. ) 


The Editor of 7he Word gives a correspondent 
the following dose of common sense: 


“Your views amount to Communism, nothing 
more nor less. You don’t approve of land-property. 
of usury, or interest, nor of profits ; you think labor 
is entitled to the wo/e of its product, speculators 
to none. How could your theories exist practically 
unless by resolving society into common ownership ? 
Why do not you people come out openly for Commu- 
nism? The people would be able to take in the idea 
then, but it is very difficult, to say the least, to com- 
prehend just what society would be under the ve- 
Do you approve of Com- 
munism or do you not? I accept most of your 
teaching, not as reforms applicable to Competism 
but as propositions leading to and underlying 
Communism. 1 see no middle ground between 
Communism and Competism. Competism leads to 
hell ; look at that Pandemonium—New York city: 
but Communism leads to heaven, look upon that 
little paradise—the Oneida Community. Are not 
the principles you are contending for carried out in 
that Community—so far as concerns Lador, Wages, 
Property, and general Eguity ? lf you don’t believe 
in Communism let me ask you another question : 
Is not Communism an approximation to your ideal ? 
Would your theories be nearer to, or further from 
the realization in communistic life ? 

The “cost” principle of Mr. Warren, the anti- 
usury principle; the no-property or anti-land 
monopoly and other principles you and others 
urge, I regard as visionary and impossible except 
in Communism. I admit those principles to be 
just, but that is not sufficient inducement for the 
world to adopt them, even if the world was con- 
vinced on that point; but the fact is the world is 
not convinced, nor is there the least reason to be- 
lieve the world will be converted to your theories 
for ages to come. There is more promise that 
Communism will become popularized than that the 
innovations you advocate will ever be accepted in 
society at large. The feasibility and advantages of 
Communism relative to secular affairs, have been 
demonstrated for a period of more than one hun- 
dred years by the Shakers, the Oneidians and others. 


THE NEWS. 





The Sophomore and Freshman classes of Bowdoin 
College have been ordered by the Faculty to leave the 
college and town in consequence of their refusal to take 
part inthe military drill lately introduced asa part 
of the college exercises. 

Harper & Brother have just issued the “ Travels of 
Dr. Schweinfurth in Central Africa.” The chief features 
of this new contribution to African discoveries are the 
re-discovery of the Pigmies ; the’ light he throws on the 
system of slave-hunting ; and his contributions to the 
hydiography of Central Africa. 

The great bridge across the Mississippi river at St. 
Louis was formally opened on Saturday, May 23. Twen- 
ty-seven years ago a convention of engineers declared 
that it would be impracticable to bridge the Mississippi 
at this point. The present structure is pronounced un- 
equaled for architectural beauty, and solidity of founda- 
tions. 

The young Grand Duke Nicholas, son of the Russian 
Grand Duke Constantine, has lately been arrested on 
the charge of stealing a set of diamonds belonging to 
his mother and presenting them to a young American 
lady with whom he seemed to be deeply enamored. The 
Emperor, when informed of the theft, said the law must 
take its course in the case, and the young noble was as 
promptly arrested for stealing as if he had been the 
meanest serf in the empire. 


On Monday morning, May 25, while the steamer Ida- 
ho of the Williams and Guion line was approaching the 
entrance to New York Harbor, through the signal care- 
lessness of her officers the vessel was run ashore on 
Fire Island. Happily for the passengers, the vessel was 
running at a moderate rate of speed and the sea was 
comparatively quiet. Most of the passengers were land- 
ed on the Island and were conveyed overland to New 
York. At the turn of the tide the steamer was released 
from her sandy bed substantially uninjured, and proceed- 
ed on her way to New York. The accident was ina 
great measure the result of running the steamer through 
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a heavy fog without using the lead or in any other way 
determining her exact position. 


The conflict between the people and the railroad 
companies continues to absorb much attention in Wis- 
consin and Illinois. In those two States the laws re- 
ducing the rates of freight and passenger fares are resist- 
ed in every possible way by the railroad companies, 
while on the other hand the State authorities are equally 
determined to compel submission and respect to the 
laws lately passed respecting these matters. In Wis- 
consin the struggle is now between the State courts, 
backed up by the governor, and the railroad companies ; 
while in Illinois, the strife is between the State courts 
and the United States Supreme Court as to which has 
jurisdiction in the cases. As the U. S. Circuit Court 
meets early in June, the question of jurisdiction will 
receive attention and the whole matter will undoubtedly 
secure a decision which will be final. 


The funeral services of the late Mr. Mellish, member 
from New York, took place in the Hall of Representa- 
tives on ‘Tuesday, May 26th, both Houses taking part 
in the services which were sufficiently solemn and im- 
pressive. After the exercises were concluded a sub- 
scription paper was privately circulated for the family 
of the deceased Member as it was known that he died 
poor, leaving little or nothing for their support. As 
every one cheerfully gave twenty-five dollars, the amount 
to which the subscriptions were limited by the committee, 
the handsome sum of seven thousand dollars was soon 
raised for the bereaved family. 


At the coroner’s inquest at the scene of the Mill Riv- 
er flood, near Northampton, Mass., the united testimony 
of numerous witnesses, experts, contractors and others, 
seemed to confirm the general opinion in regard to the 
insufficient strength of the Williamsburg dam. It was 
made quite evident to all, that the original contract was 
grossly slighted in several important particulars. The 
contract called for foundation walls three feet below the 
bottom of the reservoir, laid in the best of cement upon 
“hard-pan.” ‘The center wall was also to be made in 
the most substantial manner and laid in the best of hy- 
draulic cement. oth these points were slighted by the 
contractor and engineer who superintended the work. 
The center wall was in some places laid apparently di. 
rectly upon the loose gravelly bottom of the reservoir, 
and the whole wall was built in a slovenly manner, and 
with cement which appears to possess but little more 
adhesive qualities than so much clear sand. The result 
was inevitable, and. the only wonder is, to many who 
have examined the ruins, that the embankment held out 
as long as it did. The whole affair is a terrible criticism 
on the criminal frauds of the contractors and the careless 
haste of those who accepted the work from their hands. 


THE TROGON.—This most magnificent of birds almost 
makes the sun blink. His breast is scarlet, his back 
and wings golden-brown and golden-green; he is 
crowned with a crest of silky green plumes ; his tail- 
feathers are golden-tinted, and three or four feet long. 
He lives in Mexico, Central America, and Scuth Ameri- 
ca. He never takes a trip North, so it is likely that 
many of you never will see him, except as a poor 
stuffed bird in the museum. One comfort in that will 
be to know that the superb fellow is resting in peace. 
It is more than he can do during his life. The Indians 
rob him of his gorgeous feathers and wear them in their 
barbaric processions and at their festivals. When the 
Incas ruled over Peru, the members of the royal family 
alone had the privilege of adorning themselves with 
magnificent tail-feathers of the splendid ‘Trogon. But 
the Incas were swept away by the Spaniards, and their 
right to rob the beautiful bird has long been shared by 
all Peruvians.—S¢. Nicholas for May. 








NOTES ON THE TRAP-DOOR SPIDER.—Last 
summer we published a description of a nest of the 
Trap-Door Spider, which had been found in South 
Carolina, by Mr. Wever, and forwarded to us by 
him with its occupant, alive. Jt was quite in- 
teresting, as it was not known that this insect was 
found so far North. We have recently received a let- 
ter from Dr. Anderson, another correspondent in 
South Carolina, giving some additional notes on 











the same subject, which are quite interesting and 
which we gladly publish. 

Dr. Anderson says: “One of the first warm 
sunny days late in February or early in March, as 
I rode to visit a patient I espied a thread of small 
cord stretching completely across the road, and 
stopping my horse, I perceived that it was a wide 
strand of spider-web, which I could easily trace 
across the road and over the pine straw and tufts 
of grass on the side, till it reached a large pine 
tree, and it was clearly visible on the trunk of the 
tree to a height of twenty or twenty-five feet. 


“Being curious to know what the spider was 
about, to cause it to expend its web so lavishly, I 
dismounted and followed the strand to the other 
side of the road and traced it up a bank and over 
it, down again a few inches, till it stopped on the 
lid of the trap-door, which was held open by the 
cord about an eighth of an inch at the widest part. 
The opening presented exactly the appearance or 
shape of the crescent moon, a few days old. 


“ Going back to examine the silken pathway 
again, I discovered troops of little insects march- 
ing along it like ants in their progress to and from 
their nests. The little fellows resembled our 
largest-sized wood ticks, however, more than ants, 
and in parties of three or tour, up to eight or ten, 
were wending their way to and up into the pine 
tree. 

“Having secured four specimens—they were 
very shy and not easily caught—I put them in an 
empty vial in my case and turned to examine the 
rest. Lifting the lid with a straw I perceived a 
large black-looking, thickset spider near the 
mouth, but, as the lid spread open, she retired to 
the recess of her den, which was an inch or a little 
more in diameter, and beautifully lined with a 
silvery web. The lid slipping from the straw in its 
sudden descent, broke the slender thread which had 
held it ajar, and it closed, so that no sign of a crack 
remained.”—Rural Carolinian 


THE VEERY. 





For the benefit of all interested, we can now 
say, that we have succeeded in identifying the spe- 
cies of thrush commonly called “ Veery ” or “ Wil- 
son’s Thrush” with the 7urdus Furcescens of “the 
books.” For this we are indebted to Elliott 
Coues’ “ Key to North American Birds.” 

—Amateur Club. 


GLutTTony.—A retired physician writes : ‘“*‘ How 
does it happen that amid the everlasting cry against 
drunkenness, we never hear a word against its 
sister evil, gluttony? I think I can assert with 
truth that in a long practice, three have died among 
my patients from over-eating, where one has died 
from drink. Whence comes apoplexy, paralysis, 
dyspepsia, and a host of other diseases, but from 
too much and too rich food, taken under the most 
imprudent circumstances ? And yet we hear of no 
society formed to prevent this growing vice. A 
man eats till he drops down and expires with apo- 
plexy by the roadside, when up comes the Coroner 
with a jury of twelve good men and true, who pro- 
nounce a verdict, ‘ Died from intemperance.’ So 
he did, but what kind of intemperance was it?” 

—Exchange. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


SILK GOODS. 


Machine-Twist and Sewing-Silk of their own manufacture for 
sale by the Oneida Community. 


Address, Onerpa Community, Oneida, N. Y. 








PRESERVED FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 


Put up for sale by the Oneida Community in tin and glass. _Price- 
list sent on application. 


Address, [F] Ongirpa Community, Oneida, N. Y. 





STEEL TRAPS. 

Eight sizes and kinds, suitable for the House-rat, Musk-rat, Mink, 
Marten, Fisher, Fox, Otter, Beaver, the Black and Grizzly Bears, 
are made by the Oneida Community Descriptive price-list sent on 
application. 


Address, [T] Onerpa Community, Oneida, N. Y. 





MACHINE-SHOP AND FOUNDRY. 
Improved Lathe-Chucks, Blinn’s Patent Gate-Hinges, Machines 
for Measuring the Length and Testing the Strength of Manu- 
factured Silks, Bobbin-Winders for Sewing-Machines, etc. Agri- 
cultural, Machine and Light Castings, on hand or made to order. 
Descriptive price-list sent on application. 


Address, LM] Onerpa Community, Oneida, N. Y. 





THE WALLINGFORD PRINTING COMPANY. 
All kinds of Book and Job Printing executed: Manufacturers’ 
Illustrated Catalogues made a speciality: also Bronze and Color 
Work, and the finer kinds of Card, Circular and Bill-head Printing. 
Having enlarged its works and added new motive power, this Com- 
pany isin renewed condition to meet the wants its patrons with 
promptness and accuracy, 


P. O. Address, Walling ford, Conn. 


PUBLICATIONS. - 
{Sent from the Office of the Oneida Circular by mail, post-paid, on 
receipt of price.) 
History of American Socialisms. By Fohn Hum- 


phrey Noyes. 678 pp. 8vo. J. B. Lippincott & Co., Philadel- 
phia. London, Trubner & Co. Price $3.00. 


The Trapper’s Guide; a Manual of Instructions 
for Capturing Fur-bearing Animals. By S. Newhouse. Third 
edition : with New Narratives and Illustrations. 215 pp. 8vo. 
Price, bound in cloth, $1.50. 


Salvation from Sin, the End of Christian Faith ; 
an octavo pamphlet of 48 pages. By J. H. Noyes. Price 25 
cents per single copy, or $2.00 per dozen. 


Dixon and His Copyists ; a Criticism of the Ac- 
counts of the Oneida Community in ** New America,”’ ‘‘ Spirit- 
ual Wives,”” and kindred publications. By John Humphrey 
Noyes. Price 25 cts. 


Scientific Propagation. By Fohn Humphrey Noyes. 
Large octavo pamphlet of 32 pages. Price 25 cts. 


Male Continence. By Fohn Humphrey Noyes. 


An octavo pamphlet of 24 pages. Price 25 cts. 


Hand-Book of the Oneida Community ; Contain- 


ing a Brief Sketch of its Present Condition, Internal Economy 
and Leading Principles. Price 25 cts. 


The five pamphlets—‘‘ Salvation from Sin,’’ ‘Dixon and his 
Copyists,’’ ‘‘ Hand-Book of the Oneida Community,”’ ‘‘ Scientific 
Propagation,’’ and ** Male Continence,’’ will be sent to a single ad- 
dress on the receipt of $1.00. 


- Back Volumes of the Circular, Unbound. Price 


$2.00 per volume. 


Messrs. TRuBNER & Company, Bock-sellers, Paternoster Row, 
London, have the ‘‘ History of American Socialisms,” the ‘‘ Trap- 
per’s Guide,”’ and the ‘‘ Hand-Book of the O. C.,’’ for sale. They 
will receive subscriptions for our other publications. 





PHOTOGRAPHIC PICTURES 


Of the Oneida Community Buildings and Grounds, made by a first- 
class artist and finely mounted, can be had on application at the 
Office of the Oneida Circular. 

LARGE VIEWS. 

Bird’s-eye View, looking West, of Community Buildings and 
Grounds, 12 by 14 inches, on fine enameled board 16 by 20; price 
$1.75. Quadrangle and Group, 12 by 14, mounted like the above ; 
price $1.75. South and East Fronts of the Community Dwellings, 
giving a good view of the New Wing occupied by the Children— 
8 by 10, on tinted board 10 by 12, with an ornamental border: 
price $1.00. 

STEREOGRAPHS. 

No. 2, East and North Lawns. No. 3, East Lawn and Portico. 
No. 4, East Front. No.5, North Front and Lawn. No. 6, Bird’s- 
Eye View of Buildings looking West. No. 7, Lawn and Summer- 
House. No. 8, West View, toward Railroad. No. 11, Quadrangle. 
No. 12, Lawn View. No. 15, South and East Fronts. Price of 
Stereographs $3.00 per doz. Sent by mail post-paid, on receipt of 
price. 


